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IS WOODFORD
ACANDIDATE?

Here is General Stewart L. Woodford's
ambiguous denial of the plan to make him
the Republican candidate for Governor.
General Woodford was seen at the Waldorf-Astoria.
"It is reported that you will be put iu

nomination for Governor at the Saratoga
convention. Is there any truth in it?"
General Woodford was asked.
The question did not surprise tlie former

Minister to Spain. Instead, he appeared to
have anticipated it. There was an appre.oiative light in his eye, and he smiled
broadly.
"Take out -your paper and pencil." lie

said to the reporter. Then General Wood
ford dictated slowly:"I am a candidate for".. there was along pause. Then General Woodford sa'dquickly, nothing," and laughed."But, General, are your friends urgingyou for the position?"
"I am a candidate for nothing. Goodnight."General Woodford held out hishand and tried to hurry away.

<...i nun ,v"u amrju nun Humiliation'.'"General Woodford was retreating. "I am
a candidate for nothing. Good-night." he
called back. Then he laughed as he hastenedto the elevator.
Washington. Sept. 23..Following the customin the case of a Minister obliged toleave his post through the breaking out ofhostilities. Stewart L. Woodford has filedhis resignation as Minister to Spain. It isbelieved thai it will be six mouths beforethe United States has occasion to semi aMinister to Madrid again. Under the lawMr. Woodford's salary ceased sixty daysafter he loft his post.
it might have been possible for General

Woodford to have returned to Madrid as
United States Minister, but this would onlyhave been at, the request of the SpanistiGovernment. Otherwise it is customary to
send a new Minister to avoid the revival of
bitter feelings. Should the United States
disregard this usage, and return General
Woodford to Madrid, if would find itself
obliged to receive Senor Bernnbe. late
Spanish Minister to Washington, whose
course In establishing a system of espion
age in Canada during the war rendered
him rather unpopular here. J
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Theodore Roosevelt will tso into j
the Saratoga convention as n can-

didate for Governor, and will eertainlybe nominated. This is the |
first time I have said this..Senator r

Thomas C. Piatt to a Journal reporter last
night. . ]
Defiantly were the words spoken by the t

chief of the Republican machine. They j
were uttered at the close of perhaps as ex- }
asperating a day as he has experienced
since his political career began. They were

uttered in spite of the fact that to his face
the allegation had been made that his (

favorite candidate for Governor has 110
1

legal residence in this State, and that he (

had been, along with the firm of Tracy, c

Boardman & Piatt, implicated as Assistant j

Secretary of the Xavv in the scandal at- 1

tending the purchase of the steamer Merri- 1

mac by the United States Government; in '

spite of the fact that six hours before he
had practically determined to throw Roose- s

velt overboard and take up General Stewart 1

L. Woodford as^bls candidate for Governor,
and in spite of the fact that because of 1
the disclosures made as to his citizenship 1

and his connection with the Werrlmac af- J
fair many delegates tl Saratoga from
Greater New York were demanding to be 1
released from their pledges to support '

Roosevelt.
Machine Leaders Worried.

It became evident early yesterday morn- ('
ing that there was a "hitch" in the plan
to give the solid Piatt machine vote at Sar-1
atoga to Roosevelt. Chairman Hanna and
Secretary Bliss, in order to head off Roose-|*
velt as a Presidential possibility against 1
McKiuley In 1900, had for four days been
at work among the Greater New York dele- t

gates to Saratoga. Forgetful of the inter ;1
ference of the Arthur Administration in the
Gubernatorial fight of 1882, which caused

emissaries of the President appealed to >

owners of votes at Saratoga in the name of 1
McKiuley to stop the outrage which they <

said was'about to be perpetrated upon Gov- 1
ernor Black. If the delegates could not 1
accept Black, however, what was the mat- <

tor with Woodford? v i

Delegates were told ibat Senator Piatt
had three months ago indicated to friends <
that should the war not develop a hero *

in the flckl acceptable to him he would 1

request General Woodford to resign the
Spanish mission and take the machine
nomination for Governor. Woodford was
very acceptable to McKinley and a warm
friend of Piatt. And Woodford would not
be dangerous in 1!KK>. for. he would be too
old to be a presidcutial possibility.
Chairman Odell, who had started for

Saratoga, suddenly appeared at the Fifth
Avenue. Chairman Quigg. Congressman
Fischer, an original Roosevelt boomer from
Brooklyn: General W. S. C. Wiley and ,T.
Jacobs, of Greene: Collector Bid well, and
other politic'uns by the score expressed
surjjrise at seeing him back. He had been
summoned to Senator J'latt s ottiee early
In the morning, ami had met General
Woodford there. When he readied the
Fifth Avenue he was pestered with questionsas to what there was in the WoodBirdmatter.whether "Teddy" was to be
thrown overboard at the last moment and
what the mvstery was all about, anyhow.
The chairman looked much worried and
was non-committal in his replies. The
more he denied that there was any change
in the programme the more pestiferous
were the politicians in their Inquiries.

"Re.t you $100 even that Teddy wont be
nominated at Saratoga." shouted a Brook-
lyn poiitieian, with no takers. I
While the hubbub was on Senator Piatt i

slipped through the Twenty-third street
entrance and into tbe State headquarters.
He appeared thoroughly tired out aufd dis-
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tusted with things in general. The Sena:<>rcalled out Chairman Odell, and they
lfsappeared upstairs. Chairman Quigg
(vith a supercilious sneer, declaimed that
lie stories that Roosevelt was not to be
lomlnated were pure inventions of the
wicked Rou Pnyn.
/'Why." gaid Mr. Quigg. "Black wont
tave 100 votes in the convention at Saraoga.Roosevelt will have the rest." Quigg
sept teiliug this to everybody who asked
lini about tbe reDorted new uhase of the
situation.

Flatt Breaks the News.
Senator Piatt informed Messrs. Odell and

Juigg that he had received a call from EdvardLauterbacb, Judge William M. K. 01ottand Senator Clarence Lexow, who dedaredthey represented the Governor and
vho alleged that Colonel Roosevelt Is a
ion-resident of New York, and therefore
lot eligible for the Governorship. They
tad ealled to make a formal protest againstbe nomination on this ground. They had
still another objection to the Colonel.
They did not swear to the truth of the

itntement, but evidence had been furnished
o them, or at least Louis F. Payn had se

uredit. to show that Colonel Roosevelt
ind the law firm of Tracy, Boardman &
'latt. of which the Senator's son is a rnemler.had been mixed up in the Merrimae
jurehase scandal. That "old tub," worth
lot more than $50,000, was sold for $350,010
o the Government, the flrni of Tracy.Roardman and Piatt getting $50,000 out of
t, according to the story tney had, as at:orneys.
Messrs. Lexow. Oleott and lauterbacb

submitted that a man who, as Assistant
Secretary of the Navy, was at all impli

atedin' such a job. was hardly fit for the
acpuuuL-au jiumiiiui-on ior uovernor or
Vew York. Senator Piatt Is reported to
lave been much affected by the disclosures
nade by his visitors, nut did not appearsurprised. He asked ihem to meet him at
In- Fifth Avenue at 6 o'clock.
"I have bed rats burrowing myself."said he. "I will tell you the result of their

burrowing later."
It transpired that Elihu Root, General

[Tracy, Henry B. Bonrdman and two SupremeCourt Justices, whose names were
suppressed, had been at work for twenty!ouvhours by Senatov Piatt's express or
iers. to ascertain the status of Colonel
[toosevelt'6 citizenship. They arrived at
'he Fifth Avenue to report just before 6
j'clook. ar.d were at once ushered to the
ooms of Senator Piatt. Colonel Roosevelt
himself, who had been summoned from
Yyster Bay by telephone, very soon after Jjjdipped into the Twenty-fourth street door,
ind a few minutes later joined the party iu
Senator Piatt's apartments.

What Piatt's' Rats Found.
While the conference was progressing,

Messrs. Lexow, I.auterbach and Oicott
ailed for their answer. Senator Piatt met
them at the door of his apartments, and is
reported to have said, semi-sarcastically:
"(ipnllprilfll I iint llllich rthlio-o/l -frtr* tha

(rouble you have taken. I have to assuie
you thai I have the opinions of some of
the very best lawyers In the world that
Colonel Roosevelt's citizenship in New York
State canhot be legally questioned. As to
the Merrimac story, it is a nasty lie. Let
me assure you further, that Colonel Rooseveltwill be nominated for Governor, and
that he will have my support at Saratoga." v

Though the visitors were profuse in their
warnings that il would be political suicide
for him to stick to a candidate against
whom such accusations had been submittedthe Senator refuged to listen 10
them further., and they retired more de- O
terioined than ever to stand by Governor
Black.
Meanwhile Senator Piatt's lawrers bad

heeu consulting. According to tne state
aient made by Chairman Orlell afterward
hey assured the Senator and Colonel Rooserelt,after earefully examining the Colonel,
hat he was a legal resident of Oyster Bay.

"Tli£»k* wsi d lip was fhorpfn1*0 q lptrnl rptor it*
Sew York State and entitled to citl»eiuh.iy


